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Thanksgiving is known to be one of the
oldest traditions in the United States
when families gather to give thanks and
celebrate with a traditional meal. What
makes up that meal can differ but usually
has at least a turkey, some dressing, and
other side dishes. Our neighbors to the
North, Canada, also celebrate
Thanksgiving, though their celebration
started well before the pilgrims gathered
around a table with the First Americans.
Read on to learn more about the real first
Thanksgiving.

What food makes up your traditional
Thanksgiving meal? 

Thanksgiving
by Anthony Delgado

F I R S T  T H A N K S I V I N G
I N  T E X A S ?

COUNTY CLERK QUIZ

BUY YOUR BRICK 

OPRY LINE-UP

OCTOBER MEETING
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J u a n  d e  O ñ a t e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f a m i l y  t h a t  h a d
l o y a l l y  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h  c r o w n .  H i s  f a t h e r  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d
a n d  d e v e l o p e d  r i c h  m i n e s  i n  Z a c a t e c a s ,  M e x i c o .  O ñ a t e ,  h i m s e l f ,  h a d
o p e n e d  t h e  m i n e s  o f  S a n  L u i s  P o t o s í  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  m a n y  o t h e r
s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h  k i n g .  B u t  h e  w a n t e d  t o  c a r v e  a n
u n q u e s t i o n e d  p l a c e  i n  h i s t o r y  b y  l e a d i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  e x p e d i t i o n
i n t o  u n e x p l o r e d  l a n d .

H e  w a s  g r a n t e d  l a n d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  R i o  G r a n d e  V a l l e y  a m o n g  t h e
P u e b l o  I n d i a n s  b y  t h e  v i c e r o y  o f  N e w  S p a i n .  T h e  v i c e r o y  m o v e d  t o  a
n e w  p o s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  w a s  s l o w  t o  g r a n t  O ñ a t e
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  b e g i n  h i s  e x p e d i t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 5 9 7 ,  a p p r o v a l  c a m e .
T o  r e a c h  h i s  n e w  h o l d i n g s ,  O ñ a t e  c h o s e  t o  b y p a s s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l
r o u t e  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  R i o  C o n c h o s  i n  p r e s e n t - d a y  M e x i c o  t o  t h e
R i o  G r a n d e  a n d  t h e n  n o r t h w a r d  a l o n g  t h e  R i o  G r a n d e  i n t o  N e w
M e x i c o .  I n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 5 9 7 ,  O ñ a t e  s e n t  V i c e n t e  d e  Z a l d í v a r  t o
b l a z e  a  w a g o n  t r a i l  f r o m  S a n t a  B a r b a r a  i n  s o u t h e r n  C h i h u a h u a ,
a l o n g  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d  a d e q u a t e  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s .  Z a l d í v a r
u n d e r w e n t  m a n y  h a r d s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a p t u r e  b y  I n d i a n s ,  i n
c a r r y i n g  o u t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  N o  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  w a s
m a d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  h e  m a d e  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  O ñ a t e .  ( T h e  t r a i l
b l a z e d  b y  Z a l d í v a r  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  h i g h w a y
b e t w e e n  C h i h u a h u a  C i t y  a n d  E l  P a s o . )

B y  e a r l y  M a r c h  1 5 9 8 ,  O ñ a t e ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  o f  5 0 0  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g
s o l d i e r s ,  c o l o n i s t s ,  w i v e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  7 , 0 0 0  h e a d  o f  l i v e s t o c k ,
w a s  r e a d y  t o  c r o s s  t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  C h i h u a h u a n  D e s e r t .  A l m o s t
f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  5 0 - d a y  m a r c h ,  n a t u r e  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e
S p a n i a r d s .  F i r s t ,  s e v e n  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  o f  r a i n  m a d e  t r a v e l
m i s e r a b l e .  T h e n  t h e  h a r d s h i p  w a s  r e v e r s e d ,  a n d  t h e  t r a v e l e r s
s u f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  f r o m  t h e  d r y  w e a t h e r .  O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  a  c h a n c e
r a i n  s h o w e r  s a v e d  t h e  p a r c h e d  c o l o n i s t s .   

The First Thanksgiving Was In Texas?
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F i n a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  d a y s  o f  t h e  m a r c h  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  R i o
G r a n d e ,  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  r a n  o u t  o f  b o t h  f o o d  a n d  w a t e r ,  f o r c i n g  t h e
m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t o  s e e k  r o o t s  a n d  o t h e r  s c a r c e  d e s e r t
v e g e t a t i o n  t o  e a t .  B o t h  a n i m a l s  a n d  h u m a n s  a l m o s t  w e n t  m a d  w i t h
t h i r s t  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r t y  r e a c h e d  w a t e r .  T w o  h o r s e s  d r a n k  u n t i l  t h e i r
s t o m a c h s  b u r s t ,  a n d  t w o  o t h e r s  d r o w n e d  i n  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e i r  h a s t e
t o  c o n s u m e  a s  m u c h  w a t e r  a s  p o s s i b l e .

T h e  R i o  G r a n d e  w a s  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  h o w e v e r .  A f t e r
r e c u p e r a t i n g  f o r  1 0  d a y s ,  O ñ a t e  o r d e r e d  a  d a y  o f  t h a n k s g i v i n g  f o r
t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e v e n t  w a s  a  f e a s t ,
s u p p l i e d  w i t h  g a m e  b y  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  a n d  w i t h  f i s h  b y  t h e  n a t i v e s
o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  A  m a s s  w a s  s a i d  b y  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s
t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  A n d  f i n a l l y ,  O ñ a t e  r e a d  L a  T o m a  - -
t h e  t a k i n g  - -  d e c l a r i n g  t h e  l a n d  d r a i n e d  b y  t h e  G r e a t  R i v e r  t o  b e
t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  K i n g  P h i l i p  I I  o f  S p a i n .

S o m e  h i s t o r i a n s  c a l l  t h i s  o n e  o f  t h e  t r u l y  i m p o r t a n t  d a t e s  i n  t h e
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ,  m a r k i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  S p a n i s h
c o l o n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S o u t h w e s t .   

A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  w r o t e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  " W e
b u i l t  a  g r e a t  b o n f i r e  a n d  r o a s t e d  t h e  m e a t  a n d  f i s h ,  a n d  t h e n  a l l  s a t
d o w n  t o  a  r e p a s t  t h e  l i k e  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a d  n e v e r  e n j o y e d  b e f o r e .  .
. W e  w e r e  h a p p y  t h a t  o u r  t r i a l s  w e r e  o v e r ;  a s  h a p p y  a s  w e r e  t h e
p a s s e n g e r s  i n  t h e  A r k  w h e n  t h e y  s a w  t h e  d o v e  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  t h e
o l i v e  b r a n c h  i n  h i s  b e a k ,  b r i n g i n g  t i d i n g s  t h a t  t h e  d e l u g e  h a d
s u b s i d e d . "

A f t e r  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  t h e  O ñ a t e  e x p e d i t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  u p  t h e  R i o
G r a n d e  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  n e a r  S a n t a  F é .  A s  o n e  h i s t o r i a n
n o t e d ,  w h e n  J a m e s t o w n  a n d  P l y m o u t h  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e y  w e r e  E n g l i s h  a t t e m p t s  t o  g a i n  a  f o o t h o l d  i n  t h e
N e w  W o r l d .  S a n t a  F é  w a s  b u t  o n e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t o w n s  t h e  S p a n i s h
a l r e a d y  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  N e w  W o r l d .

R e a d  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  a t  S a n  E l i z a r i o :
 h t t p s : / / w w w . t e x a s a l m a n a c . c o m / a r t i c l e s / t h e - f i r s t - t h a n k s g i v i n g

https://www.texasalmanac.com/articles/the-first-thanksgiving
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We can use help setting up on Friday, November 24th.  If you’re able,
please join us at 1:00 PM at the Wilson County Expo Center



Thank You!!!!
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T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  F l o r e s v i l l e  O p r y
w i s h e s  t o  g i v e  a  b i g  s h o u t  o u t  o f  t h a n k s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n
t o  t h e  f o l k s  i n  t h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y  a n d
s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e i r  s p o n s o r s h i p ,  d o n a t i o n s ,
a t t e n d a n c e ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  O p r y  s i n c e
i t  s t a r t e d  i n  2 0 1 1 .  W i t h o u t  Y O U ,  i t  c o u l d n ' t  b e
s u c c e s s f u l .
A  f u n d r a i s i n g  g o a l  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  w a s  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r
r e s t o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  J a i l h o u s e  M u s e u m .  A
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  M u s e u m  r e s t o r a t i o n s  a r e  o p e n  t o  v i s i t o r s
b u t  t h e  u p s t a i r s  w i n d o w s  n e e d  r e p l a c e m e n t .   $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  i s
s t i l l  n e e d e d  t o  b e  r a i s e d .  A n y  h e l p  i s  w e l c o m e d .   O n c e
a g a i n ,  t h e  O p r y  t h a n k s  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  i t s  a w e s o m e
s u p p o r t .  

Floresville Opry Team
Wilson County Historical Society
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November’s Meeting Program

To learn more about AITSCM’s 
Texas Heritage Program click here:

https://aitscm.org/texas-heritage-project/ 

American Indians in Texas at the
Spanish Colonial Missions

https://aitscm.org/texas-heritage-project/
https://aitscm.org/texas-heritage-project/


Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

Have you
visited the

Wilson
County
Clerk's
Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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This year we will celebrate Thanksgiving on 11/23. What
was recorded in the Bill of Sale recorded on 11/23/1874? 
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Floresville Opry Lineup
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Thanks to all who purchased their brick. The first bricks have been installed
and they look great! If you have not seen them yet, make sure to visit the
Jailhouse Museum soon. 

Oh, you have not purchased yours yet?

You can purchase a 4x8 brick paver for $100 and you have three lines of 20
characters to tell your generational grandchildren to come that you were here
and contributed to saving this historic landmark. You can contact Neila
Hopkins or Viola Henke for purchase information.  

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

Submit your newsletter articles not later than the
5th of each month. Please send them via email to
info@wilsoncountyhistory.org in MS-Word format.
If sending pictures, please send them separate
from the article and provide description of the
picture(s). When taken, the location, and name of
persons, if applicable, in the picture.


