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Our nation began observing and celebrating
Hispanic heritage in 1968 when President
Johnson established the week-long
observance. Twenty years later, the week-
long observance was changed by President
Ronal Reagan to a 30-day observance
beginning September 15th. Several South-
and Central-American  countries celebrate
their independence on September 15th,
Mexico on the 16th, and Chile on the 18th of
September. October 12th is recognized as
Columbus Day or Dia de la Raza.  

To learn more Hispanic Heritage Month
check out:
https://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about.
html

Hispanic Heritage Month
by Anthony Delgado

T H E  R O S S E R  F A M I L Y

COUNTY CLERK QUIZ

BUY YOUR BRICK 

2023/24 SCHEDULE

OCTOBER OPRY

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

https://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about.html
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The Rosser Family 
Here are two
pictures that
show Robert

Creech’s
great-

grandfather’s
family.

Pictured are
likely B. F.

and Texana
Rosser and

their children
at the time,

Sarah A.
Rosser and

her fiancé, R.
G. Seale,

Johnnetta
Rosser,

James Lee
Rosser (who
becomes a

Texas
Ranger),

Benjamin A.
Rosser, Kate

Velma
Rosser, and

Frank Carroll
Rosser. 

D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  p h o t o s  o f  y o u r  f a m i l y ’ s  o l d
r e s i d e n c e s  o r  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e ?  W e ’ r e
c o l l e c t i n g  t h e m  f o r  a  p r o j e c t :  H i s t o r i c  H o m e s  a n d
B u s i n e s s e s  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e .  S e n d  y o u r  p h o t o s  w i t h  a
d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  m e ,  m e l i n d a  c r e e c h ,  a t   
m j c r e e c h @ m a c . c o m  o r  d r o p  t h e m  b y  t h e  a r c h i v e s .
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D e a d  H o r s e  T h i e v e s ,  O l d  R o c k  C h u r c h ,  t h e  V i g i l a n t e  C o m m i t t e e
S o u r c e :  S a r a h  R e v e l e y  L o v e l l  a n d  M a u d e  G i l l i l a n d  
( S t o r y  s h a r e d  b y  M a r g i e  H a y d e n )  

I t  w a s  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 7 8  w h e n  t h r e e  M e x i c a n s  a n d  o n e  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n  w e r e  d r i v i n g  a  h e a r d  o f  h o r s e s  i n  t h e  F a i r v i e w
C o m m u n i t y  n e a r  t h e  r a n c h  h o m e  o f  F r a n k  M i t c h e l l .  T h e  h o r s e m e n
o f f e r e d  F r a n k  M i t c h e l l ,  F r a n k  P e r s n a l l  ( M i t c h e l l ’ s  s o n - i n - l a w )  a n d
f o r m e r  T e x a s  R a n g e r  C a p t a i n  S .  H .  T o m  t h e  h o r s e s  f o r  s a l e .
U n b e k n o w n  t o  t h e  f o u r  h o r s e m e n  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  n o t i c e  i n  t h e
W e s t e r n  S t o c k  J o u r n a l  c i r c u l a t i n g  t o  b e  o n  t h e  l o o k  o u t  f o r  h o r s e
t h i e v e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  A t a s c o s a  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t i e s .  

T h e  t h r e e  r a n c h e r s  r e a l i z e d  t h e  f o u r  h o r s e m e n  w e r e  h o r s e  t h i e v e s
f r o m  t h e  a r t i c l e  r i g h t  a w a y  a n d  m a d e  a  p l a n  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e
t h i e v e s ’ ,  b u t  t h i n g s  d i d  n o t  g o  a s  p l a n n e d .  C a p t a i n  T o m  a s k e d  f o r  a
b i l l  o f  s a l e  f o r  t h e  a g r e e d  u p o n  h o r s e s  a n d  t h e  “ t h i e v e s  t h e i r
p i s t o l s  a n d  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g . ”  

C a p t a i n  T o m ,  b e i n g  a  f o r m e r  R a n g e r ,  s h o t  t w o  o f  t h e  h o r s e  t h i e v e s .
F r a n k  P r e s n a l l  w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  c h e s t .  W h e n  D r .  B i r d  a r r i v e d ,  h e
d r e w  a  s i l k  c l o t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o u n d  t o  c l e a n  i t  a n d  p r o b e  f o r  a
b u l l e t .  T h e  t w o  d e a d  h o r s e  t h i e v e s  w e r e  r o l l e d  u p  i n  a  “ w a g o n
s h e e t ”  t o g e t h e r  a n d  “ b u r i e d  i n  a  g r a v e  u n d e r  a  p i l e  o f  r e d d i s h -
b r o w n  s t o n e s  i n  t h e  O l d  R o c k  C h u r c h  C e m e t e r y .  T h e  r o c k  g r a v e  c a n
s t i l l  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  b a c k  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y .

T h e  O l d  R o c k  C h u r c h  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1 8 7 6 .  I t  w a s  a  c o m m u n a l  m e e t i n g
p l a c e  f o r  t h e  F a i r v i e w  C o m m u n i t y .  T h e  c h u r c h  w a s  f o r  r e v i v a l s ,
s c h o o l ,  a n d  t r a i l s .  T h e  c h u r c h  w a s  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n
E r a  ( 1 8 6 5 - 1 8 7 7 )  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e r e  w a s
s c a t t e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  c o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  o n  t h e i r
r a n c h e s ,  s o  r e s i d e n t s  f o r m e d  v i g i l a n t e  c o m m i t t e e s  “ t o  p r o t e c t
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  b a d  d r i f t e r s . ”  C h a r l i e  W e s t e r m a n n
a n d  G r e n a d e  D r a k e  G i l l i l a n d  w e r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l a s t  v i g i l a n t e
c o m m i t t e e  o f  W i l s o n  C o u n t y .  O u t l a w s  w e r e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  i n
t r i a l s  o f  “ s t r i c t  j u s t i c e  p r o c e e d i n g s ”  i n s i d e  t h e  O l d  R o c k  C h u r c h .
H o w e v e r ,  o n c e  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  w a s  r e s t o r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ’ s  a n d
t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  b e c a m e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t ,  t h e  v i g i l a n t e  c o m m i t t e e
w a s  q u i c k l y  d i s b a n d e d .
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October Opry



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

Have you
visited the

Wilson
County
Clerk's
Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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What is the significance of the four-page deed found in
Volume C, page 74, recorded September 8, 1873--150 years
ago this month?



Tuesday, October 17,
2023

Spain's Role in the American Revolution and Bernardo de
Gálvez: The Story Behind the Founding of the Order of

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
José González, Governor San Antonio Chapter

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, November
21, 2023

Texas Heritage Project
Rudy de la Cruz, Jr.

American Indians of Texas at the Spanish Colonial
Missions

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, December
19, 2023 Annual Christmas Party Dewees-Remschel House

Tuesday, January 16,
2024

The History of Casa Navarro
and the Navarro Family

Belinda Gavallos
President, Friends of Casa Navarro State Historic Site

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, February
20, 2024

Let Freedom Ring:
Manumission of Three Spanish Colonial Slaves in Béxar

Anthony Delgado

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, March 19,
2024

Notable Women in Texas
Erika Haskins, UIW Women's Studies

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, April 16,
2024

Bexar County Buffalo Soldiers Historical Lecture
Larry Carter - Bexar County Buffalo Soliders

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, May 21,
2024 Membership Drive Dewees-Remschel House

Tuesday June 18,
2024

Hidden Truths Of Our Past
Gary Perez

Cultural Preservation Officer - Pakahua/Coahuiltecan
Peoples of Mexico and Texas

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday July 16, 2024
Wilson County Texas Rangers

Nicki Stohr
Wilson County Historical Commission

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, August 20,
2024

Wilson County Cattle Brands - Volume 2
Allen Kosub

WCHS Member & Historian

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom

Tuesday, September
17, 2024

The Engines of Texanity
Brandon Seale

Historian, Researcher and Podcaster

County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom
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2023-2024 Historical Society Program

Be sure to stay current with our schedule posted on our website. 
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Thanks to all who purchased their brick. The
first 130 sold bricks are with the engraver and
will hopefully be installed soon. 

Your contribution will help us renovate the
historic Jailhouse. At the same time you'll be
leaving a legacy for generations to come.

Oh, you have not purchased yours yet?

You can purchase a 4x8 brick paver for $100
and you have three lines of 20 characters to
tell your generational grandchildren to come
that you were here and contributed to saving
this historic landmark. You can contact Neila
Hopkins or Viola Henke for purchase
information.  

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

Annual Membership Expires in one week
This year is flying by. September 30th is the expiration date for those of us
who have an annual membership in the Society. You do not have to wait
until September 30th to renew. Here's the link to the Membership page
where you can either fill out the membership application form online or
download the form to fill out and mail. 

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/membership

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/membership

